Study objective-The aim was to identify and compare rates of admission to hospital of preschool children for medicinal and non-medicinal poisoning in a defined population.
patient records for poisoning.
Setting-Six districts in southern England covered by the Oxford record linkage study.
Subjects-The subjects were children under six years of age residing in the six districts from 1975 to 1986.
Measurements and main results-6152 children, drawn from an average annual resident population of 164 000 children in [1975] [1976] [1977] [1978] [1979] [1980] [1981] [1982] [1983] [1984] [1985] [1986] , experienced 6562 hospital admissions for poisoning before six years; 3702 (56-4%) were attributed to medicinal and 2860 (43-6%) to non-medicinal agents. Of the latter, 646 (9-8% of the total) were recorded under the International classification of diseases code, described as "noxious food" (almost exclusively plant material). Average annual admission rates in children under six were 1-88 per 1000 for medicinal agents and 1-45 for nonmedicinal substances. Analgesics accounted for 28-1% of the admissions for medicinal poisoning; berries and mushrooms for 97-4% of the plant materials; and corrosive aromatics, acids and alkalis for 22 0% of the other non-medicinals. Admission rates were higher in males than females in each category of poisoning. In children aged 1-4 years there was a significant decrease in admission rates between 1975 and 1986 , averaging per annum 5-8% for medicinal poisoning, 6-9% for non-medicinal poisoning (excluding plant material), and 12-8% for plant material poisoning. Significant seasonal variation was found for each class of poisoning. Of the latter, 646 (9 80,o of the total) were recorded under the code for "noxious food". This is the formal ICD term but we use the term "plant material" for the purposes of this paper. As described in more detail below, the great majority of these admissions followed ingestion of berries or mushrooms. The numbers and rates of hospital admissions in the major categories of drugs and non-medicinal agents are shown in tables I and II, respectively. Average annual admission rates in children under six years of age were 1-88 per 1000 children for medicinal agents and 1-45 per 1000 children for non-medicinal substances.
Conclusions
Analgesics or psychotropic drugs were consumed in 44-00, of the admissions for medicinal poisoning. Of the analgesics, the main contributor was aspirin in the early years of the study, and acetaminophen was the single analgesic most commonly recorded for admissions at the end of the period studied. 
